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Mine Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 75.332 

§ 75.330 Face ventilation control de-
vices. 

(a) Brattice cloth, ventilation tubing 
and other face ventilation control de-
vices shall be made of flame-resistant 
material approved by MSHA. 

(b)(1) Ventilation control devices 
shall be used to provide ventilation to 
dilute, render harmless, and to carry 
away flammable, explosive, noxious, 
and harmful gases, dusts, smoke, and 
fumes— 

(i) To each working face from which 
coal is being cut, mined, drilled for 
blasting, or loaded; and 

(ii) To any other working places as 
required by the approved ventilation 
plan. 

(2) These devices shall be installed at 
a distance no greater than 10 feet from 
the area of deepest penetration to 
which any portion of the face has been 
advanced unless an alternative dis-
tance is specified and approved in the 
ventilation plan. Alternative distances 
specified shall be capable of maintain-
ing concentrations of respirable dust, 
methane, and other harmful gases, in 
accordance with the levels specified in 
the applicable sections of this chapter. 

(c) When the line brattice or any 
other face ventilation control device is 
damaged to an extent that ventilation 
of the working face is inadequate, pro-
duction activities in the working place 
shall cease until necessary repairs are 
made and adequate ventilation is re-
stored. 

[61 FR 9828, Mar. 11, 1996; 61 FR 29288, June 
10, 1996]

§ 75.331 Auxiliary fans and tubing. 
(a) When auxiliary fans and tubing 

are used for face ventilation, each aux-
iliary fan shall be— 

(1) Permissible, if the fan is elec-
trically operated; 

(2) Maintained in proper operating 
condition; 

(3) Deenergized or shut off when no 
one is present on the working section; 
and 

(4) Located and operated to avoid re-
circulation of air. 

(b) If a deficiency exists in any auxil-
iary fan system, the deficiency shall be 
corrected or the auxiliary fan shall be 
deenergized immediately. 

(c) If the air passing through an aux-
iliary fan or tubing contains 1.0 per-
cent or more methane, power to elec-
trical equipment in the working place 
and to the auxiliary fan shall be deen-
ergized, and other mechanized equip-
ment in the working place shall be 
shut off until the methane concentra-
tion is reduced to less than 1.0 percent. 

(d) When an auxiliary fan is 
stopped— 

(1) Line brattice or other face ven-
tilation control devices shall be used to 
maintain ventilation to affected faces; 
and 

(2) Electrical equipment in the af-
fected working places shall be discon-
nected at the power source, and other 
mechanized equipment shall be shut off 
until ventilation to the working place 
is restored.

§ 75.332 Working sections and working 
places. 

(a)(1) Each working section and each 
area where mechanized mining equip-
ment is being installed or removed, 
shall be ventilated by a separate split 
of intake air directed by overcasts, 
undercasts or other permanent ventila-
tion controls. 

(2) When two or more sets of mining 
equipment are simultaneously engaged 
in cutting, mining, or loading coal or 
rock from working places within the 
same working section, each set of min-
ing equipment shall be on a separate 
split of intake air. 

(3) For purposes of this section, a set 
of mining equipment includes a single 
loading machine, a single continuous 
mining machine, or a single longwall 
or shortwall mining machine. 

(b)(1) Air that has passed through 
any area that is not examined under 
§§ 75.360, 75.361 or 75.364 of this subpart, 
or through an area where second min-
ing has been done shall not be used to 
ventilate any working place. Second 
mining is intentional retreat mining 
where pillars have been wholly or par-
tially removed, regardless of the 
amount of recovery obtained. 

(2) Air that has passed by any open-
ing of any unsealed area that is not ex-
amined under §§ 75.360, 75.361 or 75.364 of 
this subpart, shall not be used to venti-
late any working place.
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